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A Level English  
Poetry  

    

Lesson/Learning 
Sequence  

Intended Knowledge: 
Students will know that… 

Tiered Vocabulary  Prior Knowledge: 
In order to know this students, need to already know that… 

Assessment  

Lesson 1:  
The Captain of the 1964 
Top of the Form Team 

• Students will know that the poem is written as a dramatic 
monologue. 

• Students will know that the context of the poem is the 
1960s. 

• Students will know that the poem is written from the 
perspective of a middle aged man who once appeared on a 
quiz show called Top of the Form and that his life since has 
been characterised by disappointment. 

• Students will know that the themes of the poem include: 
identity; the past; nostalgia; childhood; loneliness; 
disappointment; family relationships; time 

Tier 2 
Nostalgia: a sad feeling mixed with 
pleasure when you think of happy times in 
the past 
Tier 3  
Dramatic monologue: a poem in the form 
of a speech by a character, who reveals 
things about themselves while describing a 
situation or telling a story  

• Students will need to already know how to 
identify language features in poetry and consider 
their effects. 

 

Lesson 2: 
The Cliche Kid 

• Students will know that the poem is written in 1st person. 
• Students will know that the persona is ambiguous and 

subverts traditional ideas of gender/sexuality. 
• Students will know that there are many Americanisms in 

the poem. 
• Students will know that the themes include: identity; the 

past; naivety; childhood; suffering; loneliness; unease; 
subversion 

Tier 2  
Cliché: a phrase or an idea that has been 
used so often that it no longer has much 
meaning and is not interesting 
Ambiguous: that can be understood in 
more than one way; having different 
meanings 
Tier 3  
Mondegreen: a misunderstood or 
misinterpreted word or phrase resulting 
from a mishearing of the lyrics of a song 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

• Students will need to know that Americanism are 
phrases and terms used in American English. 

 

Lesson 3: 
The Biographer 

• Students will know that the poem is written in 1st person. 
• Students will know that the persona in the poem is male 

and likely middle aged 
• Students will know that the persona expresses feelings of 

disappointment and shame about their own life. 
• Students will know that the main themes include: 

admiration; relationships; unrequited; identity; frustration; 
disappointment; loneliness  

 

Tier 2  
Daguerreotype: a photograph taken using 
an early process that used a silver plate 
and mercury gas 
Dustjacket: a paper cover on a book that 
protects it but that can be removed 
 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 

Lesson 4: 
Never Go Back 

• Students will know that the poem is written in 2nd person 
• Students will know that the persona is returning to a place 

from their past. 
• Students will know that the persona is expressing 

realisations about the painfulness of the past. 
• Students will know that the persona is speaking either to 

themselves or the reader 
• Students will know that key themes include: nostalgia; the 

past; childhood; suffering; identity; loneliness; pain 

Tier 2  
Myopic: unable to see things clearly when 
they are far away 
Emigrant: a person who leaves their 
country to live permanently in another 
Tier 3  
Oxymoron: a phrase that combines two 
words that seem to be the opposite of 
each other, for example a deafening 
silence 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 



 
A Level English  
Poetry  

    

Lesson/Learning 
Sequence  

Intended Knowledge: 
Students will know that… 

Tiered Vocabulary  Prior Knowledge: 
In order to know this students, need to already know that… 

Assessment  

Lesson 5: 
Writing Single Response 

• Students will know that Duffy is on Paper 1 Section C. 
• Students will know that they will be asked to write on two 

poems, but not compare them. 
• Students will know that AO1 assesses their ability to apply 

concepts and methods from linguistic and literary study. 
• Students will know that AO2 assesses their ability to 

analyse the way meanings are shaped in texts. 
• Students will be able to write part of a single response 

ensuring they meet AO1 and AO2 

 • Students need to already know how 
disappointment is explored in Never Go Back. 

 

Lesson 6: 
Litany 

• Students will know that a litany is a series of petitions for 
use in church services 

• Students will know that the poem is written in 1st person. 
• Students will know that the persona is an adult 

remembering an event from their childhood 
• Students will know that the poem describes a gathering of 

women in the persona's home, discussing purchasing items 
from a catalogue 

• Students will know that the person uses taboo language to 
shock their mother and the other women 

• Students will know that the key themes in the poem 
include: language; place; memory; time; religion; 
relationships; appearances 

Tier 2 
Pyrex: a type of hard glass that does not 
break at high temperatures, and is often 
used to make dishes for cooking food in 
Tier 3  
Taboo language: language that is 
considered so offensive or embarrassing 
that people must not use it 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 

Lesson 8: 
Writing Synthesis 

• Students will be able to identify how the assessment 
objectives are used in an example answer. 

• Students will be able to write a response to a question 
considering two different poems. 

 • Students will need to already know that AO1 and 
AO2 are assessed in this section of the exam. 

• Students will need to already know that they will 
be asked to write on two poems. 

 

Lesson 9: 
Valentine 

• Students will know that the poem is written in 1st person. 
• Students will know that the poem contains an extended 

metaphor of love as an onion. 
• Students will know that the persona's intent is ambiguous, 

demonstrating both romantic love and violence 
throughout. 

• Students will know that key themes of the poems include: 
love; relationships; pain; strong emotions 

Tier 3  
Deixis: the function or use of deictic words 
or expressions (= ones whose meaning 
depends on where, when or by whom they 
are used 
Extended Metaphor: a metaphor that 
extends over multiple lines or stanzas 
within a poem. 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 



 
A Level English  
Poetry  

    

Lesson/Learning 
Sequence  

Intended Knowledge: 
Students will know that… 

Tiered Vocabulary  Prior Knowledge: 
In order to know this students, need to already know that… 

Assessment  

Lesson 10: 
Before you were Mine 

• Students will know that the poem is written in 1st person. 
• Students will know that the poem is about the speaker 

pondering her mother's life before she was born 
• Students will know that in Buddhism, there is a belief that a 

child chooses their own parents 
• Students will know that key themes of the poems include: 

love; parental relationships, time and freedom. 

Tier 3  
Imagery: visually descriptive or figurative 
language, especially in a literary work. 
Onomatopoeia: a word that actually looks 
like the sound it makes 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 

Lesson 11: 
Mean Time 

• Students will know that the poem is written in 1st person. 
• Students will know that the poem is about the regret and 

loss from a broken relationship 
• Students will know that in poem, the surroundings are 

described in relation to the speaker's feeling of loss 
• Students will know that key themes of the poems include: 

loss, regret, mistakes, time, loss, mourning for the loss of 
love 

Tier 3  
Dramatic Monologue: a poem in the form 
of a speech or narrative by an imagined 
person 
Pathetic Fallacy: the weather reflecting the 
mood 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 

Lesson 12: 
Writing Disappointment 

• Students will know that this part of the course is concerned 
with the nature and function of poetic voices in the telling 
of events and the presentation of people. 

• Students will know how to respond to the question: Examine 
how Duffy presents disappointment in Never Go Back and 
one other poem 

• Students will know that AO1 is to apply concepts and 
methods from integrated linguistic and literary study as 
appropriate, using associated terminology and coherent 
written expression. 

 • Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 

Lesson 13: 
Writing Review for 
Disappointment 

• Students will know how to improve their response with 
teacher feedback. 

 • Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 



 
A Level English  
Poetry  

    

Lesson/Learning 
Sequence  

Intended Knowledge: 
Students will know that… 

Tiered Vocabulary  Prior Knowledge: 
In order to know this students, need to already know that… 

Assessment  

Lesson 14: 
First Love 

• Students will know the poem is written in first person. 
• Students will know that In ‘First Love’, the speaker 

describes waking from a dream of their ‘first love’. The 
speaker describes a moment of intimacy 

• between the pair – either within the dream or through a 
memory. 

• Students will know how the speaker remembers the first 
love fondly, revealing that it has been years since they saw 
each other. 

• Students will know that in the poem's themes are: love, 
relationships, regret, memory and loss. 

Tier 3  
Assonance: repetition of the vowel sounds. 
Plosive sounds: harsh sounds created by 
alliteration 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 

Lesson 15:  
Small Female Skull 

• Students will know the poem is written in first person. 
• Students will know that a skull has connotations of death, 

decay and evil or protection, strength, power, fearlessness, 
wisdom and guidance, overcoming death, surviving through 
a difficult time, or even immortality. 

• Students will know how the speaker is presented as 
distressed and vulnerable Isolated and unable to 
communicate with others and Haunted by painful 
memories. 

• Students will know that in the poem's themes are Self-
examination, Vulnerability, Isolation, Death, Identity, 
Relationships 

• Students will know that the adult persona of the poem 
imagines holding her own skull or the skull of her younger 
self in her hands 

• The students will know that Since the Renaissance, the 
image of holding the skull is well known in art and 
literature. Known as ‘memento mori’ which translates as 
‘remember that you have to die’. 

• The students will know that the image of the woman sitting 
on the lavatory with her head in her hands also seems to be 
an ironic reference to another famous image – Rodin’s 
sculpture of The Thinker. 

Tier 3 
Anaphora:  the use of a word referring 
back to a word used earlier in a text or 
conversation, to avoid repetition, for 
example the pronouns he, she, it. 
Plosive sounds: harsh sounds created by 
alliteration 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 



 
A Level English  
Poetry  

    

Lesson/Learning 
Sequence  

Intended Knowledge: 
Students will know that… 

Tiered Vocabulary  Prior Knowledge: 
In order to know this students, need to already know that… 

Assessment  

Lesson 16: 
Beachcomber 

• Students will know the poem is written in first person. 
• Students will know that in the poem the title refers to the 

girl described in the poem. Double meaning in so far as it 
describes her activities but could also be the speaker 
‘combing’ their mind for memories. The poem is 
recollecting a distant past. 

• Students will know how the speaker remembers the first 
love fondly, revealing that it has been years since they saw 
each other. 

• Students will know that in the poem's themes are: Time, 
Memories, Childhood, Place, Innocence/Loss of innocence 

Tier 2  
A Beachcomber: a vagrant who makes a 
living by searching beaches for articles of 
value and selling them 
Tier 3  
Asyndetic listing: listing without the use of 
a conjunction, just a comma 

• Students will need to know how to approach and 
analyse a poem. 

 

 


