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Sixth Form Consultation formal response

The formal consultation regarding the closure of the Sixth Form was launched on Friday 12 September 2025,
closing Friday 3 October 2025. This involved consulting all stakeholders, including students, parents, carers, the
Local Authority feeder schools, other local secondary schools, teaching unions and local post-16 providers. The
consultation was also placed on the academy Social Media pages and published in the St Helens Star. The
student leadership team also launched a formal feedback form to the Year 11 cohort to get their views, they felt
the current Year 11 cohort would have managed to fill the required number of places and wanted the
opportunity to evidence this.

Overall, the academy received eleven responses either to the consultation email address or directly to the
academy. Sixty-eight Year 11’s responded to the consultation. Of the 68 students who responded, 65 of the
students had received a letter confirming they had the grades to attend the Sixth Form.

When asked “If | had the option to enrol for Sixth Form next academic year, this would be my first choice for
post-16 education”, only 39 students confirmed they would like to stay on for the Sixth Form.

The consultation feedback was presented to the Governing Body on 14 October and to the Trust Board on 16
October. Having reviewed the consultation and responses, the governors and trustees have agreed to submit
an application to the DfE to apply to close the Sixth Form in August 2027. This has been an incredibly difficult
decision, the most difficult | have had to take as Principal, but it is a necessity to ensure the financial stability of
the academy. As detailed previously, the current Sixth Form students will not be affected by this decision.

The common themes from the consultation have been summarised below with the academy’s response.

There is a frustration from parents/carers that marketing of the Sixth Form has still taken place over the last
six months, including placement offers along with their Year 10 mock exam results. This has confused students
when deciding their next steps.

We can appreciate how confusing this is for students; the academy has worked incredibly hard to sustain the
Sixth Form provision and have continued to advertise it with students in the hope that it could continue. We
have tried to launch the consultation period as early as possible, to give adequate time to support current Year
11 in finding alternative post-16 provision. The academy will continue to offer students excellent careers
guidance and support to ensure the full range of alternatives on offer are made available.

Has the academy explored the range of options available to increase student numbers, particularly
employment focused courses?

The academy has a broad curriculum offer at the Sixth Form. Curriculum changes over recent years have made it
more challenging for smaller Sixth Forms to deliver certain courses. For example, the introduction of T Levels has
provided a positive new qualification for students, but the academy does not have the infrastructure to deliver
them. The academy does not have the facilities to deliver the courses mentioned as part of the consultation such
as joinery at Level 3.
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By closing the Sixth Form, does this reduce educational aspirations for the students and the community?

The academy has the highest expectations for the students, and this will not change. The academy has an
excellent personal development curriculum which signposts students to aspirational careers pathways and
provides experiences such as university visits for all. The Personal Development curriculum will be reviewed to
ensure all routes are highlighted with the highest aspirations for all.

The Sixth Form was a reason why certain families chose the academy; this provision should be kept until those
students leave.

It has been a privilege teaching across three Key Stages, refocusing upon just Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 will,
we believe, provide opportunities for even greater student success. Furthermore, we believe that because some
of the resources that have been directed towards the Sixth Form can now be channelled towards Key Stage 3
and Key Stage 4, students will only benefit more widely. Students will be supported through our excellent
Personal Development curriculum to ensure they progress onto education post-16.

Have all options been explored before launching the consultation?

The closure of the Sixth Form provision has been discussed since becoming an academy in 2010. When the
funding arrangements were more favourable, it was easier to subsidise the Sixth Form but over the years this
has become more challenging due to funding cuts. For example, the “Stop School Cuts” website estimates that
the accumulation of funding cuts for the academy since 2010/11 equates to £1.3 million. Looking to close the
Sixth Form has not been an easy decision, it is one of the most difficult we have had to make at the academy,
and it has come off the back of a number of years trying everything we can to increase the numbers without
success.

The cost of travel for some families accessing the nearby colleges will be unaffordable.

St Helens College, Carmel College and Cronton Sixth Form College, all provide the following information on their
website for free travel.

St Helens College: Every student, aged 16-18, on a full-time course receives a free bus pass.

Our Town Centre and STEM Centre Campuses and Green Energy Skills Centre are less than a 10-minute walk from
the central bus station.

Cronton College: A FREE Warrington’s Own Buses bus pass for the academic year 25/26 if you live more than 1.5
miles away from college. Warrington’s Own Buses run the 21 dedicated, direct bus services at the beginning and
end of the college day services by Warrington’s Own Buses from areas including St Helens.
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Carmel College: Students living in the Borough of St Helens (household council tax paid to St Helens MBC) who
live more than 2 miles from Carmel College (as the crow flies) may qualify for a FREE Merseytravel bus pass this
academic year.

Concerns were raised on how this would impact on students currently enrolled in the Sixth Form.

As detailed in the initial consultation, students currently on roll at the Sixth Form will be given the same level of
care and support we always provide for our Sixth Form students.

The Sixth Form provides a more familiar and personalised environment for those students who do not want to
attend the bigger colleges.

The students in St. Helens have a large range of excellent post-16 options available to them. Smaller Sixth Form
provisions are available at Cowley, Rainford and Rainhill but the larger colleges also offer excellent pastoral care
to support students. Of the 39 students who confirmed they would like to attend the Sixth Form, 90% said they
would attend one of the bigger Colleges such as Carmel College, Cronton College, Riverside College or St Helens
College if we closed.

There are a several building projects in the area, can closure be paused until the impact of these can be
reviewed.

We are conscious that even with the academy being oversubscribed in lower year groups, this has not equated
to an increase in the Sixth Form uptake. We are considering increasing our Pupil Admission Number by ten
students, to 280 in total, but this will have limited impact on the uptake for the Sixth Form.

Has the academy Sixth Form done enough to market itself with students from other schools?

The academy has taken very few students from neighbouring schools, this is despite marketing in those areas.
Two of our neighbouring schools already have their own Sixth Form provision and others have links to Carmel
College due to the faith designation. As parents/carers have pointed out in this consultation, a number of
students who do stay on at the academy is because of the familiarity and personalisation to their needs. This has
been a strong selling point of the Sixth Form but only works, unfortunately, for students already attending the
academy.

Has the efficiency been reviewed for the management systems in the academy and catering provisions to
ensure the Sixth Form can run?

Due to the demands on finances at the academy, a number of other measures have taken place to address the
budget issues. This has included a leadership restructure and changes to teaching allocations. The academy has
been stricter on allowing A-Levels to run with small groups to tackle inefficient use of funds. The academy took
part in a SRMA review, this involves an independent advisor through the Department for Education, reviewing
cost saving measures and giving guidance on how the academy could save money. This has been used to form
the strategic direction of the academy but also clearly highlighted that unless the academy increased numbers
into Sixth Form then it would continue to be subsidised by the rest of the academy.
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Closure of the Sixth could cause a narrowing of the curriculum and lose highly skilled staff who would want to
teach post-16.

Due to Curriculum changes to subjects, such as the removal of the 1.5 Social Science qualifications from the
funding arrangements, the curriculum we are able to offer at the academy has been reduced. This in turn has
had a knock-on effect along with other challenges for student admissions. We do not envisage there being an
impact on the curriculum offer to students in Key Stage 3 or Key Stage 4, on the contrary, we are exploring if it
creates an opportunity to expand the GCSE options choices. There is a possibility we will lose staff who wish to
continue teaching Key Stage 5, as part of the recruitment process the academy ensures it employs staff who
have a strong academic background, and this will continue without a Sixth Form.

To ensure students are supported with their next steps in their education the academy will continue to:

1) Ensure a strong Personal Development curriculum is in place ensuring students explore all the post-16
opportunities that are available to them

2) Highlight funding opportunities to support student travel to their post-16 destinations

Yours faithfully

/e

Mr P. Willerton
Principal
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