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21 October 2025 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As we approach the end of the first half-term of the academic year, I would like to extend my 

appreciation for your continued support over this eight-week period. Your involvement, whether through 

attending academy events, encouraging your children in their studies, or engaging with our staff has 

played a vital role in fostering a positive and thriving school community. 

You said, we did 

Thank you to all parents and carers who took the time to complete our Personal Development 

stakeholder feedback survey before the summer break. We are delighted that the feedback was 

overwhelmingly positive, and we appreciate your continued support and engagement. In response to 

some of the comments, we would like to clarify a few points.  

The full mapping of our Personal Development curriculum is available on the academy website under 

the Personal Development section. An overview of all PSHE lessons is shared at the start of each 

academic year, and moving forward, this will also be shared at the beginning of each term. Should you 

wish to view specific lesson materials, these can be requested by emailing the academy.  

Our Enrichment Timetable, which lists all clubs along with the days and times which they take place, is 

also available on the academy website. Students explore this timetable during Ready to 

Learn sessions, and all Year 7 students have additionally received a paper copy to take home. Finally, 

we would like to remind parents and carers that they are always welcome to contact their child’s Head 

of Year for an informal update on progress or general wellbeing, or to reach their Form Tutor via the 

academy office by phone or email. 

Punctuality 

The academy gates in a morning open at 8:05am, with Ready to Learn starting at 8.35am. In recent 

weeks we have had a growing number of students late, we will make allowances due to circumstances 

for example if this is down to traffic issues that day or bus delays, but a number of these students are 

walking to the academy. 

We start the late gate officially at 8.35am but students need to be on site by 8.30am to allow them time 

to get to their form room ready for the 8.35am start. Please factor this in when planning travel to the 

academy. A reminder of the sanctions for poor punctuality which were shared this week: 

• 3-6 lates in a half-term: 30-minute after school detention

• 7-10 lates in a half-term: 1 hour after school detention

• 11+ lates in a half-term: internal suspension

• In serious cases, referrals to the Local Authority Attendance Team
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Attendance  

The challenges schools have faced on student attendance since the pandemic have been well 

documented in the national news, those challenges are acutely felt at the academy. I regularly write to 

you about the positives, in this letter I ask for your support with tackling poor attendance. 

When the students are in the academy, they have more opportunities to mix with their peers, they do 

not create gaps in their learning, and in the long term it makes a significant impact on the grades that 

our students achieve. Alongside this, students who are absent miss out on everything else the academy 

has to offer; the enrichment opportunities, the interaction with staff and the friendships they form for life. 

In conversations with parents and carers, it is mentioned regularly that the days students are kept off 

school are occasional, but the number of occasional days adds up to create significant absences. At the 

academy we set a target of 95% attendance for all students. Even this target allows for students 

missing 9 days a year through illness. We are trying to prepare our students for life beyond the 

academy and in the world of work, an attendance rate of 95% which would be 9 absences out of 190 

school days, would not be acceptable in the workplace. The current government definition of 

‘Persistently Absent’ is 90%, this would be missing 19 days of school a year. This again would not be 

seen as acceptable for the students as they grow into young adults. 

I understand there will be genuine absences for some students across the year. There are a number of 

our students who go through genuine hardship and challenges which may impact on attending school, 

yet the number of students who do not attend due to illness exceeds the national average and is an 

area of concern. 

This is a plea to send your child into the academy at every opportunity, even those days where they 

don’t feel 100%, please send them in. If they are genuinely unwell, we will be able to contact you, in 

most cases these students are fine once they are in school, where they belong, which is in their lessons 

and with their friends. 

Standards (a regular reminder): 

We firmly believe that students’ education should not be hampered by a lack of equipment. Below is a 

list of equipment that is non-negotiable so that students can access their learning. 

- A bag that can at least hold a PE kit, exercise books and equipment. Any bag that cannot hold

these items is not a suitable bag.

- Pen, pencil, ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener.

- A green and purple pen (provided by the academy)

- PE kit on those days they have PE. Students will be expected to borrow a kit if they forget their

own.
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To make sure that the staff’s focus can be on students’ learning and wellbeing, can we please make 

sure that students return back with the correct shoes and uniform. Students are not permitted to wear 

false nails, nail varnish, fake eye lashes or dye their hair an unnatural colour. Further information can 

be found on the uniform section of the academy website. There has recently been an increase in a 

small number of students wearing fake eye lashes and nails which has led to them being taken out of 

lessons until these are removed. Please support the academy by making sure these are removed 

before your child attends. 

Return Dates 

The academy finishes for half-term at the normal time on Friday 24 October, normal lessons will be 

taking place throughout the day so please ensure your child attends. Historically on the last day of a 

half-term, attendance does drop but there is no reason for this to happen as the education provided 

continues to be consistent. There are a number of revision sessions available over half-term for years 

10, 11, 12 and 13. Details can be found via this LINK. 

A reminder that Monday 3 November is a staff training day, therefore all students will return at the 

normal time on Tuesday 4 November. The academic calendar for 2026/27 has been agreed by 

Governors and is uploaded to the academy website. 

I hope that everyone enjoys a restful half-term, and we look forward to welcoming students back on 

Tuesday 4 November. 

Yours faithfully 

P Willerton 

Principal 

https://www.thesuttonacademy.org.uk/revision-timetables

