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Introduction 
 
Learning takes place inside and outside the classroom. It is The Sutton Academy’s policy to set home 
learning using ClassCharts. It should support students, be clear, be planned, meaningful, and be set 
regularly. 
 
This Policy is to be read in conjunction with the following related Policies: 
 

• Teaching for Learning Policy 
• Assessment, Reporting & Recording Policy 
• Marking Policy 

 
What is Home Learning? 
 

• Home learning refers to any learning activities which students are asked to do outside lesson 
time, be it at home or in the academy. 

• Home learning should not prevent students from participating in enrichment activities after 
academy hours such as sport, academic or creative. 

• The Academy recognises that the environment in which students complete home learning 
varies significantly so will make every effort to help the home create conditions conducive to 
learning or to provide alternative arrangements within the Academy. 

 
Objectives 
 

• To reinforce, develop and establish concepts and skills taught in lessons. 
• To support the learning within each curriculum area. 
• To encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning. 
• To practise independent study skills and develop perseverance and self-discipline. 
• To encourage the involvement of parents/carers in the work of the academy. 

 
Guidelines to the Amount and Setting of Home Learning  
 
Year 7 transition: 
To support the successful transition to secondary school from primary school, Year 7 students will have 
a phased approach to home learning during the first term as outlined below. 
 

 
 
 
Term 1 

 
September 

Sparx Reader and Sparx Maths to be set once per 
week. 
 

 
**Revision and 
preparation for 
tracking to take 
place in accordance 
to the calendar. All 
subjects will still be 
expected to set 
revision tasks in the 
build up to tracking 
assessments. 
 

During Year 7 Information Evening, revisit expectations around 
completing home learning including outlining our phased approach 
and launch the Revision Revolution with parents/carers. 

 
 
 
Term 2 

 
January 

Sparx Reader, Sparx Maths and Science (Tassomai) to 
be set once per week. 
 
Geography and History to be set once per week. 
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Key Stage 3: 
At Key Stage 3, the number of subjects per evening varies depending upon the teaching timetable within 
the academy.  

 
 
Key Stage 4 
There is an expectation at Key Stage 4 and 5 that all subjects will set home learning at least once a 
week, however additional home learning may be set by discretion of the classroom teacher and this 
will be based around controlled assessments, mock examinations and coursework deadlines. 
 
Key Stage 5:  
  
At Key Stage 5, students are set independent study tasks which will be completed as part of Home 
Learning, Directed Study and Silent study.  Completion of these tasks is essential to ensure students 
are adequately prepared to achieve well in their final assessments.    
  
For each subject, Key Stage 5 students are set one weekly Home Learning task which will be submitted 
either electronically or in class, and marked by the class teacher.  This task will be decided by the 
teacher but should take the students approximately 1 hour to complete.    
  
In addition, students will be set one Directed Study task a week which will be completed and shown to 
the subject teacher.  This task will not be collected in for marking, but the teacher wll ensure that it has 
been completed to the expected standard.  Failure to do so, will mean this task will have to repeated 
and shown to the teacher during the next lesson. This task will be decided by the teacher but should 
take the students approximately 1 hour to complete.  Appropriate tasks could include, creating of 
revision materials or knowledge organisers.  Students should complete this task during allocated 
Directed Study periods, and this will be monitored by the Assistant Director of Sixth Form.   
  
Finally, students will also be set one Silent Study task a week.  This task will not be submitted or 
monitored by the subject teacher but is expected to be completed by the student to the expected 
standard. Teachers who staff designated Silent Study periods will monitor completion of these 
tasks.  These tasks should be wider reading, study and may extend students beyond the curriculum 
covered during lessons.  This task will be decided by the teacher but should take the students 
approximately 1 hour to complete.    
  
All independent learning tasks will be set on Class Charts each week and will be clearly identified on 
the homework calendar as either a Home Learning Task, Directed Study Task or Silent Study Task.    
 

Subject Frequency 
English One Sparx Reader task each week. 
Maths One Sparx Maths task each week 
Science One Tassomai task each week made up of four daily goals per week. 
History Once a week 
Geography Once a week 
Languages  Optional tasks to be set on a rota basis – linked to House Events. 
RE Optional tasks to be set on a rota basis – linked to House Events. 
Art Optional tasks to be set on a rota basis – linked to House Events. 
Technology Optional tasks to be set on a rota basis – linked to House Events. 
Computer Science Optional tasks to be set on a rota basis – linked to House Events. 
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Setting of Home Learning 
 
i Home learning must be set according to the home learning timetable and align to the curriculum 
maps within each subject. This enables students to plan their time effectively. 
 
ii  A variety of home learning tasks can be set, such as: 

• Questions including past GCSE style questions 
• Research 
• Reading 
• Extended writing 
• Past papers 
• Notes 
• Learning/revision 
• Projects 
• Presentation Preparations 
• Use of Knowledge retrieval  
• Rehearsing 
• Assessment preparation tasks 
 
 

iii All home learning must be assessed. This can be done in a variety of ways, such as: 
• Marked by the teacher 
• Peer/self assessment 
• Orally 
• By testing  
 

iv Home learning tasks must be planned and must not be ‘finish off’ work. Home learning should 
normally be set at the start of the lesson. Setting home learning at the end of the lesson should be 
avoided.  
v Students must be clear about the purpose of the learning and how it will be assessed. 
vi Students must be given clear written instructions of the task, deadline and how to complete the 
work on Satchel One. 
vii It is the responsibility of the teacher to ensure that home learning is set via the ClassCharts app, 
which can be accessed via a link on our academy website. 
 
 
Subject Teachers’ Responsibilities: 

• Set, assess and record home learning in line with departmental and academy policies, including 
the Assessment Policy. 

• Use ClassCharts to set home learning in accordance with the published Key Stage timetable. 
• Plan home learning in advance as part of the curriculum sequence. 
• Clearly explain home learning tasks to students during lessons. 
• Ensure home learning is appropriately adapted to meet the needs of all learners, including 

SEND and High Ability students. 
• Ensure home learning is completed online, in designated home learning books, or clearly 

identified within students’ class books 
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Students’ Responsibilities 

• Check ClassCharts daily to review home learning tasks and deadlines. 
• Complete all home learning to the best of their ability and submit it by the due date. 
• Seek clarification from staff if a task is unclear. 
• Attend Home Learning Club or subject-specific support sessions when additional help is 

required. 
• Take responsibility for seeking support when experiencing difficulties with home learning. 

Parents/Carers’ Responsibilities: 

• Check ClassCharts regularly and encourage the completion of all home learning tasks. 
• Provide appropriate support and establish routines that enable students to complete home 

learning successfully. 
• Contact the academy where concerns arise that may affect home learning completion. 

Form Tutors’ Responsibilities: 

• Reinforce the importance of home learning during Ready to Learn and tutor time activities. 
• Monitor and encourage student engagement with home learning. 
• Provide support and guidance where appropriate. 
• Liaise with parents/carers regarding home learning concerns and support agreed actions to 

improve completion rates. 

Subject Leaders’ Responsibilities: 

• Monitor ClassCharts regularly to ensure home learning is being set consistently and in line with 
academy expectations. 

• Ensure subject staff adhere to the procedures outlined within this policy. 
• Support and challenge teachers to maintain high standards of home learning provision. 
• Monitor completion rates within their subject area and implement interventions where 

required. 
• Provide appropriate revision and independent learning resources to support student progress. 

Achievement Leaders’ Responsibilities: 

• Promote high expectations and positive engagement with home learning across their year 
group. 

• Monitor home learning completion through ClassCharts and identify students requiring 
additional support. 

• Work collaboratively with Subject Leaders, Form Tutors and teaching staff to address barriers 
to home learning completion. 

• Coordinate and promote revision materials and revision programmes in preparation for 
tracking assessments, mock examinations and external examinations. 

• Monitor student engagement with revision activities and provide support where necessary. 
• Liaise with parents/carers to address concerns and establish strategies to improve home 

learning completion. 
• Consider appropriate adjustments or temporary reductions to home learning expectations for 

vulnerable students, where necessary and in consultation with relevant staff. 
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• Provide targeted intervention, mentoring and support for students who regularly struggle to 
complete home learning. 

• Signpost students to additional support, including Home Learning Club, revision sessions and 
academy resources. 

• Recognise and celebrate strong engagement with home learning. 
• Use home learning data alongside attendance, behaviour and achievement information to 

inform pastoral interventions and support student progress. 

 
Monitoring, Evaluation & Review Procedures Marking and Feedback 
 

• The Academy Leadership Team will regular review the quality of home learning tasks as part of 
the quality assurance procedures.   

• During half termly work scrutiny conducted by the Faculty Leader and ALT line manager, the 
quality of home learning will also be reviewed.   

• Within coachng cycles, coaches may check the timing and nature of home learning set and the 
type of feedback given to students.  

• If required, action to improve the timing and nature of home learning and/or the quality of 
feedback given to pupils will be taken where appropriate.   
 


